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1. Introduction

The APT and the IARU have had a close relationship for many years, since an early seminar on Amateur Radio Communications was held in June 1994 in Tokyo.  The IARU requested that a more formal relationship be agreed with the APT by way of a Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) to strengthen the bond.  This was initiated by Michael Owen VK3KI (now SK) then Chairman of Directors in 2013.  In the view of IARU Region 3 the APT had nothing to lose, but had much to gain with closer cooperation.  No change to our status was proposed.  The text of the MOU was drafted during 2014 and negotiated after significant effort with the APT by Chairman of Directors Gopal Madhavan VU2GMN.  Other people provided substantial assistance.
In summary, a stronger relationship between the APT and the international resources of the IARU and IARU Region 3 would lead to skill development and stronger economies in ITU Region 3 countries; to mutual benefit.

IARU Region 3 has participated in the APG preparatory meetings of the APT as an Observer since the APG2000-1 meeting, preparing for WRCs.  Our primary objective is to contribute to the development of the amateur services in Region 3.  In July 2013 IARU Region 3 attended the 4th APT Workshop on Disaster Management & Communications in Manila, delivering a presentation on emergency communications using amateur radio.

2. Benefits
The following benefits are expected from an MOU between the APT and IARU/IARU Region 3:

· Stronger participation and more certainty between the parties.  This will assist radiocommunications development in the Asia – Pacific region.
· Developing economies can gain from the wide variety of amateur radio activities, technical developments and operating skills.  Technology and science are increasingly important.
· Radio amateurs have experience in complete radio systems, technical competence and operating communications systems.
· The education and training in radiocommunications required to become a radio amateur are especially valuable in developing countries, producing self motivated and skilled people.  In turn they can train others and increase the national skills base.
· Knowledge and skills developed lead to careers in radiocommunications, benefitting economies and the local population.
· The IARU can provide “Amateur Radio Administration Courses” to assist regulators and train staff to understand the Amateur Service and its regulatory environment.
· The IARU can share its considerable experience in emergency communications and disaster preparedness.  Radio amateurs are distributed throughout their communities and provide vital “first responder” services.  Their skills and equipment are used for the national benefit.
· Contributions in each APT country to search and rescue, disaster relief and public protection can be developed further.
· Radio amateurs carry out radio research and investigation, including hardware and software development.
· Radio amateurs during their numerous personal radio contacts develop goodwill and friendships between like minded individuals, contributing to a stronger Asia – Pacific region.

Annex: Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) between the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) and IARU Region 3    (December 2014)
Note: A “pdf” version in full size of the MOU in this Annex is also available on the IARU Region 3 Web Site.
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